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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

Figures 1 - 4 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and Informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 - 5, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Agari (USP 5,360,271). Agari (see Fig. 1 and 2) discloses all of the 

limitations of a similar device: 

- A track rail (1 ) having rolling element rolling surfaces extending in a 
longitudinal direction thereof. 
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- A moving blocl< (2) relatively movably attached to said track rail, said moving 
block having an approximately U-shaped sectional configuration in a plane 
perpendicular to the longitudinal direction of said track rail. 

- Said moving block having skirt portions {vertically extending portions 
bracketing track rail element 1) formed at both sides of an opening thereof 
and being mounted astride said track rail. 

- Said moving block having: 

o a moving block body having load rolling element rolling surfaces (8) that 

form load rolling element rolling passages in cooperation with said rolling 

element rolling surfaces, 
o said moving block body further having rolling element relief bores (36 in 

Fig. 5) associated with said load rolling element rolling surfaces, 
o end plates (5) mounted astride said track rail and secured to both ends of 

said moving block body in a direction of relative movement of said moving 

block. 

o said end plates each having rolling element direction change passages 
that form rolling element recirculation passages in cooperation with said 
load rolling element rolling passages and rolling element relief bores (col. 
1, lines 54-55). 

- A plurality of rolling elements (6). 

- Foreign matter entry preventing plates (13) provided so that their respective 
distal ends longitudinally contact opposite side surfaces of said track rail to 
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close gaps between the side surfaces of said tracl< rail and at least inner side 
surfaces of the skirt portions on both sides of said moving block body and 
inner side surfaces of said end plates (col. 3, lines 65 - 68 to col. 4, line 1 : 
"that an under seal for sealing the side walls of the track rail (simply referred 
to as a rail) and the undersides of the casing and the end caps is fitted to end 
seals mounted to the end surfaces of the end caps...'). 

- (claim 2) Said moving block has a plurality of attachment devices, including 
lubricators (18 in Fig. 5), mounted astride said track rail and secured to outer 
ends of said end plates In said direction of relative movement, wherein said 
foreign matter entry preventing plates also close gaps between the side 
surfaces of said track rail and inner side surfaces of said attachment devices 
(col. 3, lines 65 - 68 to col. 4, line 1) 

- (claim 3) Said foreign matter entry preventing plates are secured to respective 
end surfaces of the skirt portions on both sides of said moving block body. 

- (claim 4) The outermost ones of said plurality of attachment devices are metal 
scrapers (19) formed from metal plates, wherein longitudinal end surfaces of 
said foreign matter entry preventing plates are secured to said metal scrapers 
(see Fig. 2 and 3). 

- (claim 5) Said foreign matter entry preventing plates each comprise: 

o a plate-shaped foreign matter entry preventing plate casing (27) made of a 
material of high rigidity. 
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o a plate-shaped foreign matter entry preventing plate body made of a 
flexible material (28). 

o said foreign matter entry preventing plate body being fitted to one side end 
portion of said foreign matter entry preventing plate casing, wherein one 
side end surface of said foreign matter entry preventing plate body is 
brought into contact with one side surface of said track rail. 

- (claim 7) Said foreign matter entry preventing plates have respective side end 
surfaces perpendicularly contacting the opposite side surfaces of said track 
rail. 

- (claim 8) Said foreign matter entry preventing plates have self-lubricating 
capability (col. 4, lines 3-4: "the resilient, plastic underside member oftlie 
under seal is swelled by lubricating oil. . ."). 

3. Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Osawa et al. (USP 5,553,944). Osawa et al. discloses (Fig. 1) all of the limitations of a 
similar device comprising: 

- A track rail (1 ) having rolling element rolling surfaces extending in a 
longitudinal direction thereof. 

- A moving block (2) relatively movably attached to said track rail, said moving 
block having an approximately U-shaped sectional configuration in a plane 
perpendicular to the longitudinal direction of said track rail. 
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- Said moving block having skirt portions {vertically extending portions 
bracketing track rail element 1) to formed at both sides of an opening thereof 
and being mounted astride said track rail. 

- Said moving block having: 

o a moving block body having load rolling element rolling surfaces (30) that 

form load rolling element rolling passages in cooperation with said rolling 

element rolling surfaces, 
o said moving block body further having rolling element relief bores (1 2 in 

Fig. 4) associated with said load rolling element rolling surfaces; and 
o end plates (5) mounted astride said track rail and secured to both ends of 

said moving block body in a direction of relative movement of said moving 

block, 

o said end plates each having rolling element direction change passages 
(15 in Fig. 2) that form rolling element recirculation passages in 
cooperation with said load rolling element rolling passages and rolling 
element relief bores (12) 

- A plurality of rolling elements (B). 

- Foreign matter entry preventing plates (13) provided so that their respective 
distal ends longitudinally contact opposite side surfaces of said track rail to 
close gaps between the side surfaces of said track rail and at least inner side 
surfaces of the skirt portions on both sides of said moving block body and 
inner side surfaces of said end plates. 
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- (claim 6) Said foreign matter entry preventing plates (see Fig. 6) each 
comprise: 

o a plate-shaped foreign matter entry preventing plate casing (41 ) made of a 

material of high rigidity, 
o a plate-shaped foreign matter entry preventing plate body (43) made of a 

flexible material. 

o a foreign matter entry preventing plate retainer (plate portion of endplate 
element 5 denoted as 21 ) made of a material of high rigidity 

o said foreign matter entry preventing plate casing is secured to an end 
surface of one of the skirt portions on both sides of said moving block 
body in a state where one side end surface of said foreign matter entry 
preventing plate body is brought into contact with one side surface of said 
track rail and where said foreign matter entry preventing plate body is held 
between 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PHILLIP JOHNSON whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5216. The examiner can normally be reached on MON - FRI, 7:30 AM - 5:00 
PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Phillip Johnson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3656 

/Richard WL Ridley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3656 



